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Humphrey Asks OAS to Review Military 
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Vice President Hubert 
Humphrey proposed last night 
thait the Organization of 
American States review hemi- 
spheric add programs in the 
light of possible expenditures 
by member nations on unnec- 
essary military equipment. 

He spoke in the wake of rev- 
elations that Argentina has 
purchased 25 U.S. fighter 


planes, and Chile 21 British 
supersonic planes, with Peru 
in the market for another 20 
aircraft. 

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy (D- 
N.Y.) has suggested that the 
U.S. stop selling such arms in 
Latin America and reduce 
economic aid to those Latin 
American countries that 
makes purchases elsewhere. 

Humphrey, who spoke at a 
Pan American Union dinner 
sponsored by Operation. Ami- 


go, a private organization, also 
stressed that “the past and 
prospective inadequacy of 
economic and social progress 
argues strongly for more con- 
scious action to develop politi- 
cal systems that can enable 
rapidly-changing societies to 
contain and manage explosive 
tensions with them.” 

Latin American nations, he 
said, should strengthen politi- 
cal institutions that must con- 
stitute the sub-structure of 


any democratic system-apoliti- 
cal parties, labor unions, busi- 
ness organizations, peasant 
federations, cooperatives, and 
civic groups. 

Until ways are found to do 
iso, he maintained, “we cannot 
be sure that military coup d’e- 
tats represent only a tempora- 
ry aberration and not a per- 
manent trend.” 

. Humphrey did not allude to 
U.S. sales of warplanes, but 
said that “it is time that the 
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Inter-American Committee for 
the Alliance for Progress con- 
sider whether precious resour- 
ces are being utilized unneces- 
sarily for military equip- 
ment.” 

The Committee is an organ 
of the OAS. Its function is to 
appraise Latin American eco- 
nomic and social development 
plans and to offer recommen- 
dations on economic assist- 
ance from international fi- 
nancing agencies. 



